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PERSONALIZED

Having something made just for you based on what you like and dislike is pretty amazing, as it is the
most ideal situation that you can be in. Imagine you go to a restaurant and you are served a four-
course meal that is made exactly up to your standards. It includes all your favourite food and drinks,
cooked at your ideal temperature, and is served at the perfect time for you. This would make your
experience at the restaurant very enjoyable. Although, you would equally be confused if something
was added that you do not like or were not used to. This is very similar to algorithms.

ALGORITHMS

In the Content Strategies course, we heard from data analyst, Nitin Goyal who stated that algorithms are
a set of rules of how something should work. Algorithms determine what content will be the most visible
to you. For example, social media has set parameters about what is shown to you based on your data.
This can include what you have interacted with on the platform. The reading by Alex Lim also states that
you can personalize your algorithm “by only clicking on content that genuinely interests you and
engaging authentically in personally or professionally meaningful conversations. If you set the tone, the
algorithm will follow” (Lim 2022). By personalizing your algorithm, you will have a better experience on
the social platform because it will be tailored to you.

MY ALGORITHMS /)

After many years of using social media, my algorithm is filled

The filters | have set on my
TikTok to keep what | do not
like off my feed.

with most things that | like and enjoy viewing. | have crafted %
what | see by liking, sharing, and saving posts that |
genuinely enjoy, and pressing “not interested” on posts that |

Filter video keywords

When you filter a keyword, you won't see videos in

do not like and want to see less of. My most current your "For You" or "Following" feeds that contain
experience with personalizing my algorithm was just a few that word in the video's description or stickers.
weeks ago. Recently, my feed on TikTok was filled with Certain keywords can't be filtered.

people doing special effect makeup to have the “uncanny

valley” effect, which is something that looks borderline Skunks W
human-like and fake. | have also been getting videos of Filter from: For You

skunks on my feed which | have a severe phobia of. | found
these videos extremely uncomfortable and | did not want to
see them anymore, so | personalized my algorithm by
indicating that | am not interested in these types of videos.
This has helped change what is shown to me and make my
social media experience more enjoyable. Occasionally, some
content will appear on my feed that is very different than
what | am used to seeing, which does confuse me, but with
what | have learned about algorithms, | now know this
content could be related to something that | liked and it is
added into my algorithm.
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